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The Associated Contractors of New Mexico was organized in 1934 to serve the contractors in the state performing what is now known as public works construction – highway and street construction, sewer, water lines and other similar underground work, water treatment facilities and heavy construction such as dams.  The organization’s founding members saw a need for an association that would work with state, county and city governments to assist in seeing that work was available for the contractors and working conditions served the best interest of the all participants in public works projects.

As the years passed, the primary mission of the Associated Contractors has changed little.  The association, through its Members and staff, concentrates on working with the Legislature to provide a highway construction/reconstruction program that provides bidding opportunities for all contractors in the road, bridge and street construction industry.  ACNM proudly represents well over 80 percent of construction firms domiciled in New Mexico bidding as prime contractors on work for the New Mexico Department of Transportation. Additionally, ACNM works with other major stakeholders in the funding of road & street projects to develop market opportunities where local funds are mixed with state and/or federal funds to construct transportation improvement projects. 

In New Mexico, the largest single funding source for highway construction is the Federal-aid Highway Program.  Today, New Mexico receives an annual amount for use on the Federal-aid Highway system of approximately $270 million.  Every five years, Congress reauthorizes the federal funding program so as to maximize the use of all revenue collected from highway users for rehabilitating, reconstructing and otherwise working on the Federal-aid Highway System.

Working with our partner – Associated General Contractors of America – at the national level, ACNM members and staff play an active role in the development of funding proposals for the consideration of Congress, as it reauthorizes the Federal-aid Highway Program.  Since this is currently the greatest funding source for meeting highway needs in the state, it is our mission to maximize the use of our federal resources to sustain an active and growing highway construction program.

This is not the only area that ACNM and National AGC focus on with respect to funding.  Federal dollars from the General Fund are also provided to states and local governments for water and sewer projects.  For those contractors working on underground utilities, having a market is key to their success.  Therefore, ACNM also assists members with local governments, whenever possible, in seeing that local tax dollars are used to meet local water/sewer construction and reconstruction needs.

Obviously, funding and market development are the primary issues with ACNM and its membership.  To achieve the best market opportunities for the membership, the staff maintains key relationships with the Legislature and the Governor’s office to reinforce the need to adequately fund transportation improvements and, as appropriate, fund water and sewer projects.  Our activities involve meetings with legislators, testimony before the Interim Committees that meet between Legislative Sessions and testimony/white papers for the Legislature as it meets each year to provide a budget for state government.

Funding is not the only issue of government affairs that ACNM addresses.  The association is also vigilant in the environmental arena, labor laws, including OSHA issues, state tax matters and other regulatory areas that impact the business operations of our membership.  These same issues are monitored at the national level through our association with National AGC.

Recent environmental issues that ACNM has counseled state government on include air quality permits for hot plant and crusher operations.  Recently, the Environment Department undertook a review of air quality regulations, as necessary, to meet visibility rules established by the Environmental Protection Agency for air quality around National Parks and other designated air quality sensitive areas known as Class I areas under federal law.  Representatives from the association’s Environment Committee spent nearly a year in stakeholder meetings with the Environment Department working on a proposal to meet federal requirements.  ACNM is ever aware of the need to monitor and interact with the environmental community so as to achieve a balanced approach for environment regulation.  

Another environmental area that ACNM has played a key role is storm water management at construction sites.  Working with NMDOT, the association’s Environment Committee helped develop the specification for storm water management on the state’s highway construction projects.  Following adoption of the specification, ACNM developed the only course in the state to certify department and highway contractor employees as storm water management technicians.  This one-day course has been taught now for over a year with very successful results.

ACNM also works with local government on environmental issues representing the interests of the association’s members.  Dust control regulations at construction sites for the City of Albuquerque are an example of the work done with local government.  Additionally, Bernalillo County is seeking to develop regulations to comply with Phase II of the federal storm water regulations and ACNM has been active in working with county officials.

Perhaps the largest effort of ACNM is working with NMDOT and local government on highway construction specifications.  ACNM meets jointly with the NMDOT through a committee system to review the adequacy of specifications to produce a quality product for the traveling public – our ultimate client.

The five specification committees cover base construction and asphalt paving, concrete paving and structures, earthwork, specialty items and legal requirements of a construction program.  The committees meet several times a year to discuss issues of concern to both the agency and contractors and develop modifications of the specifications for approval by NMDOT.  Work of these committees intensifies every five to ten years as NMDOT prepares a new Construction Specification Manual for highway and bridge construction with the assistance of ACNM and its members.

Local governments have also asked ACNM to assist with specification issues.  Working with the City of Albuquerque, new training requirements for asphalt paving works have been put in place.  
ACNM representatives were asked to assist the city with upgrading the submission of “as built” plans to improve city record keeping for future use in developing construction projects.

An early goal of the association leadership was to have an adequately trained workforce.  To meet that mission, ACNM developed and improved, over the years, a training program for highway and underground construction.  The training program is wide-ranging and intended to provide the type of training required to maintain a good work-force for the membership.

For bringing new workers into the industry and upgrading skills, an On-The-Job Training Program is available to the membership.  This program, approved by the Federal Highway Administration and the U.S. Department of Labor, has been operational since the early 1970s and has seen several hundred graduate to journeyman status in many of the skilled crafts offered through the OJT Program.  Over 100 crafts are part of the ACNM program.  More details on this very important service are available by contacting the Training and Safety Director at ACNM.

In addition to the OJT Program and a Supervisory Training Program developed by National AGC, ACNM offers other training programs for the benefit of its members and employees.  These programs include Traffic Control Supervisor; Storm Water Competent Person; OSHA 10-Hour; OSHA Competent Person – Trenching; MSHA Part 46 Training;  Commercial Drivers License (CDL) Training; and Forklift Training.  These training classes are offered in Albuquerque or specifically for members as requested and economically feasible.

ACNM’s training staff can also work with a member firm to develop a special training program to meet a specific need.  Quite often these training programs are used in conjunction with our safety program to assist members in meeting federal and state regulations for worker safety on the job.  Through a Safety Committee, ACNM’s safety and training staff offer member firms safety training and safety inspections of work sites and related facilities.  Staff can also assist members with accident investigation and citations from state or federal agencies regulating worker safety.  Our safety activities at the association also include informing and disseminating information regarding compliance with new regulations or new interpretations of existing regulations.  Our safety services are available to all member firms and can be tailored to meet specific needs.

ACNM membership is available to any firm working or providing services to the highway and underground construction industry.  There are two classes of membership – Contractor and Associate.  A Contractor Member, a prime contractor, subcontractor or specialty contractor, is a voting member of the association helping to set policy and direction for the association.  Associate Members advise the association of issues of concern to suppliers and service providers through its non-voting member of the association’s Board of Directors.

Membership comes with financial obligations.  Base dues to ACNM for General Contractors are $225 per year, Specialty Contractor dues are $325, and a Supplier/Service Provider firm’s dues are also $325 per year.  General Contractors also pay volume dues or assessments on public 
works projects on which the construction firm is the successful low bidder at the rate of ¼ of 1% of the value of the project to a maximum of $62,500 on $25 million of work taken in any given year.  As an affiliate chapter of AGC of America, ACNM members are automatically members of National AGC with dues also owing to the national association.

Enclosed with this brochure are:  a membership application for Associated Contractors of New Mexico membership and National AGC membership.  Most importantly, a dues information sheet is also enclosed showing the costs associated with ACNM membership.  Should you have any questions regarding the exact cost of becoming a member, please contact either the Office Manager (505) 344-2072 ext. 15, or the Executive Director of the association at (505) 344-2072, Extension 11.

ACNM membership offers many opportunities to become involved in the activities and issues of your industry.  You can improve your business through your association membership and develop new social friendships through the two annual social activities of ACNM – Annual Year End party held each November and State Convention held in late July or early August of every summer.

CONSIDER CAREFULLY THE VALUE AND BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP IN THE ASSOCIATED CONTRACTORS OF NEW MEXICO.  
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Most Members find  our fee  structure commensurate with the services that we provide.








