Dear Partners, 
  

The Internal Revenue Service presents the 2008 IRS Nationwide Tax Forums, coming soon to a city near you.  Registration is now open for all cities.  Go to www.taxforuminfo.com for the schedule of events and locations and click on "Registration" to be a part of the forums today. The pre-registration fee is just $179, so register now to take advantage of the savings. Also be sure to reserve your hotel room soon as they are filling up quickly. When making your hotel reservation via telephone, please remember to tell the reservations specialist that you are part of the “2008 IRS Tax Forum”.  This will ensure that you receive the correct room rate.

The Tax Forums offer three full days of seminars with the latest word from the IRS leadership and experts. Hear from IRS SB/SE speakers on the following compliance topics:


· Auction and Consignment Seller Tax Considerations
This session provides general information for filing & tax requirements of on-line transactions and addresses the on-line auction type businesses. 


· Compliance Priorities/Initiatives
This session will provide an overview of Compliance priority initiatives for FY08 and FY09. Learn about the IRS’s focus on abusive schemes and promoter investigations, unreported income, non-filing, and our enforcement efforts.

· Employment Tax 

This session will concentrate on issues that make up the largest percentage of the employment tax portion of the tax gap, and what the IRS is doing to improve compliance and education in these areas.  The issues will include worker classification, tip reporting, officer compensation, and matching issues.
·  Mastering the Collection Process

Understanding the goals and objectives of the Collection function and knowing our process including recent changes will make you a Master of the Collection Process.  We will discuss our internal goals and objectives, how they impact the collection process, our expectations, and recent changes that will impact you and your client.

· Return Preparer Penalties

Section 8246 of the Small Business and Work Opportunity Tax Act of 2007 amends several provisions of the Code to extend the application of the income tax return preparer penalties to all tax return preparers. 
This session focuses Section 6694 addressing tax return preparer penalty provisions.
Three focus groups will be conducted at each forum location and participants are randomly selected to participate and provide candid feedback on key topics. Let your voice be heard by participating in the SB/SE focus group topics:
· Correspondence Examinations – How can we improve the process?
Campus Compliance Services is seeking feedback and suggestions from tax practitioners to help identify barriers and ways to improve the current correspondence examination audit process. This includes determining the appropriate procedures, language on the letters, work steams and inventory selection techniques.

· Improving Communications – The Exam Audit Process  

Examination is looking for feedback from tax practitioners to improve the overall Exam audit process.  This includes gauging  taxpayers’ expectations regarding the length of the audit, communications and quality of the experience. A further goal is to either correlate or validate internal findings secured from Customer Satisfaction Surveys and related quality assurance reviews.
· IRS First Contact Experiences 
SB/SE Research is  seeking feedback for opportunities to improve IRS first contact resolution by understanding the problems encountered by information seeking preparers and partners. The results of the focus group interviews will be included in the next TAB report, and will meet SB/SE’s commitment to gather information on this issue for the 2008 TAB Research Plan.

We look forward to seeing you there.
